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THE SACRIFICES OF GOD ARE A BROKEN 
SPIRIT: A BROKEN AND A CON TRFTE. 
HEART, O GOD, THOU WILT NOT DESPISE. 


0 H Es E are words, which, if conſidered with: 
the attention they deſerve, could not fail of 
ſetting the ſelfiſh Great Man in a very contemp- 

tible point of view in his own eyes, and checking 
thoſe flights of arrogance which he is fo apt to 
indulge. To one wholly abſorbed in the idea of 
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his own importance, and whoſe good actions flow 
merely from oſtentation and a deſire of popular 
applauſe, humiliating indeed muſt be the re- 
flection, that the coſtlieſt and moſt ſuperb offer 
ings which he can preſent to his Maker are to be 
far excelled by thoſe of the man, whom if he 


vouchſafes to behold, it is with an eye of ſcorn and 


diſdain; and that all his gold, his frankincenſe, and 
' myrrh, are not half ſo acceptable in the fight ef 
Him whois no reſpecter of perſons, as the broken 


ſpirit and the contrite heart of the moſt —__ 


| and obſcure. 


Such are the qualifications with which the 
Royal Pſalmiſt tells us we muſt approach our 


| Maker, if we would find favourin his fight. Nor 


zs it he alone who inſinuates their neceſſity and 


importance. In this, as in all other inſtances, we 
find an exact correſpondence and mutual harmony 
between the ſentiments of all the Sacred Writers. 
Wu peculiar degree of ſublimity the animated 
Prophet, Iſaiah, introduces God addreſſing his cho- 
ſen people, in conſequence of a revolt ungrateful 
to exceſs, and which can admit of no palliation, 


bs 
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in a ſtrain tending to the ſame point: to what 
purpoſe isthe multitude of your ſacrifices untome? 
I am full of the burnt offerings. of rams, and the 
fat of fed beaſts, and I delight not in the blood of 
bulloeks, or of. lambs, or of he-goats. When e 
come to appear before me, who hath required this 
at your. hands to tread. my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations, incenſe is an abomination unto 
me, the new moons, and ſabbaths, the calling of 
aſſemblies, I cannot away with, it is iniquity, even 
the ſolemn meeting. And if we purſue our en- 
quiries a little farther in the ſame chapter, we 
ſhall meet with a kind of commentary upon the. 
words of the Pſalmiſt, and what may ſerve as a 
full and ſufficient illuſtration of his. meaning. 
Circumſtanced as we at preſent are, the verſes here 
alluded to cannot fail of engaging the attention 
of the judieious and conſiderate in a very forcible 
and ſtriking manner: Waſh ye, make you clean, . 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judge- 
ment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, 
plead for the widow. What elſe is this conduct 
but 


3 
but the neceflary effect of that broken and contrite 
heart which the King of Iſrael fo powerfully re- 
commends, by ſaying it is a ſacrifice pleaſing to 
the Moſt High. This is, indeed, a ſacrifice, which, 
as delinquents that have forfeited his favour, we 
ought to offer him at all times; but on the preſent 
occaſion it muſt be allowed to be pecuharly re- 
Jauiſite and indiſpenſable. Unanimoully afſem- 
bled as we are for that greateſt and moſt import= 
ant of all purpoſes, the endeavouring to propitiate 
that Awful Being whom we have offended, and to 
avert the lightning of his wrath from this dejected 
land, with what penitence, | what ſubmiſſive reve- 
rence, what unfeigned and heart-felt humiliation 
of ourſelves, ought we to bend before the throne of 
grace Once happy land! but now how fallen! 
how changed | where is now that gracious inter- 
poſition of His in thy behalf, by which of old 
thou waſt ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed above all the 
nations which ſurround thee ? Even that favoured 
people, wham He refcued 1n ſo wonderful a man- 
ner from Egyptian tyranny and ſervitude, and led 
like a flock of ſheep through the howling wilder- 
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_ neſs, ſurrounded as it were with miracles and mer- 
cies, ſcarcely even they experienced a larger ſhare 
of his protection and beneficence. How often 
has he made bare his almighty arm, that all the 


ends of the earth might be witneſſes of the falva- 
vation which he brought upon thee! Reflect for 


a moment with becoming ſeriouſneſs and atten- 
tion upon the extraordinary inſtances of favour he 


has ſhewn thee; and in particular, remember at 
how early a period he communicated to thee the 


moſt eminent and deſirable of all bleſſings, the 


Sacred Light of the Goſpel. Confider what ſpa- 
cious and extenſive tracts of the habitable world 
have not, even yet, ſeen the ſalutary dawning of 


its celeſtial beams, but remain totally immerſed 
in ignorance and darkneſs. Think how miſerable 
their ſituation for want of this invaluable advan- 
tage, and that ſuch muſt inevitably have been 
thine, hadſt thou likewiſe been deſtitute of it, had 


Heaven not made thee its peculiar care! Is there 


then a poſſibility of being too early, or too ardent, 


in thy acknowledgements for the unmerited pre- 
ference given in this particular to thee ? 
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But not 2 with by irradiating that 
corner of the Globe which we inhabit with this 
Divine Light, how benevolently has he preſerved: 
it to this day in its native purity and luſtre ! Bi- 
gotry and barbariſm in vain united their efforts to 

_ obſcure and extinguiſh it. When Gothic dark 
' neſs hung like an impenetrable cloud over the 
whole face of Chriſtendom, and ignorance, the 
fruitful parent of ſuperſtition, had fullied the 
original brightneſs of our religion, by the intro- 
duction of ſuch ceremonies as were cloſely allied 
to that ſtate of Paganiſm, which, like an inunda- 
tion, had once overwhelmed us, how graciouſly oY 
did he look down and compaſſionate the melan- 
choly condition to which we were reduced! By 
his appointment a feries of events fo fortunately 
_ concurred, as to reſcue us from that yoke of ſpi- 
ritual deſpotiſm and tyranny, which neither we 
nor our anceſtors were able to bear. From this | 
confuſed and gloomy chaos aroſe new light and 
order. The great ſyſtem of Chriſtianity was 
placed upon ſo reformed a foundation, as prepared 
the way for that purity and majeftic {implicity i in 
which 1 it is now profeſſed among us. 
_ 
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Surely the candid and 1 ingenuous heart cannot 


fall of being touched with ſentiments of profound 
and ardent gratitude at the mention of ſuch bene- 


ficence. But how will this gratitude be heightened 
by the reflection, that what is recorded above, is 
but a ſmall extract from that great catalogue of 
the Divine Bleſſings which the faithful page of 
hiſtory has tranſmitted to poſterity ! How chear- 
ful and bright a proſpect does it preſent before mw 


in how awple a ficld invite us to > expatiate! | 


But RN ſenſibly 0 it affect the i 


and feeling mind to ſee the ſmiling ſcene ſo la- 


mentably reverſed! If we look around us, we be- 
| hold advancing faſt a ſullen and gloomy _ ; 
big with the tempeſt, ready to break forth. In 
conſequence of our inſenſibility to his 3 
peated mercies, the God of our fathers ſeems in 
ſome meaſure to have withdrawn the light of his 
countenance from us. The nations who beheld 
us with envy and amazement as objects of his ſin- 
gular and continual regard, envy us no longer. 
| Thoſe who once trembled at our very name, cry 
out in a a triumphant and inſulting ſtrain, Where is 


1 „ now 
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now their God ? Nor here let the petulant and im- 


patient breathe out the leaſt murmur or com- 


plaint. Let them, on the contrary, ſuppreſs every 
thought which has the moſt diftant tendency that 
way. What foundation have they for complaint, 
who have ſpurned the goodneſs of their Almighty 
Protector, and obſtinately fled from his paternal | 


arms while he ſtretched them forth for their re- 


ception? He has vouchſafed to intreat them with 
many a gentle, many an indulgent call, to hide 
themſelves under the ſhelter of his wings, and 
only make that return, to which, as their Great 
Father and Preſerver, he 1s fo juſtly entitled. But 
ah! too true it is, that we have been deaf to his 
ſolicitations, and regardleſs of his mercies. Vet, 
to ſwell their number ſtill, he has not been ſparing 
of thoſe notices, which have uſually been the 


 forerunners of great events in the courſe of this 


world, and actually did precede the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem: ſuch were wars, and rumours of 
wars, famines, peſtilences, and earthquakes i in di- 
vers places. How ftriking a warning was lately 
afforded us in the overthrow of the unfortunate 
_ lands with which we were connected by ſo many 
tender 


1 
tender bonds, and whoſe lamentable fate is freſh 
in the memory of all! N otwithſtanding all which, 


it is greatly to be feared, that there is too much 


reaſon for applying to this land the pathetic ad- 
dreſs which our Saviour makes to the devoted 


city, which, although a continual witneſs of the 


mighty miracles he wrought, yet perſiſted in its 
| Incredulity and impenitence : O Jeruſalem, Jeru- 


ſalem, how often would I have gathered thy chi . 


dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chick- 
ens under ber wings, and ye would not! 


It muſt be evident, at Gut fight, to Ae 


| part of mankind, that we are at preſent invalved 


in a ſituation out of which nothing leſs than a 


hand Omnipotent can extricate us. Cloſely ſur- 
rounded as we are with foes, to Heaven alone 


= ought we to apply for ſuccour. Whither ſhall we 


fly for protection here, when thoſe whom we 


thought our friends, ſome of whom in a great 
| meaſure owe their political exiſtence to this coun- 
try, are at this moment leagued againſt it in ſuch. 


a combination, as nothing but conſummate per- 


hdy, , in concurrence with the moſt atrocious and 


inveter ale 


1 

: inveterate rancour, could have ſuggeſted ? It may 

be ſaid, that what the ancient poets fabled of 
Juſtice, in their iron age, is now realized of Peace; 
which ſeems to have abandoned us in ſuch a man- 

ner as if it never intended to viſit us again. But 
what muſt give the greateſt pain of all to the 
| breaſt of ſenſibility, is the reflection, that our re- 
lations and countrymen themſelves are become 
our implacable and ſevereſt enemies. To them 
we have given no cauſe for ſuch vehement exer- 
tions of enmity, bitterneſs, and cruelty; but, on 
the contrary, the weightieſt and moſt powerful 
inducements to be our friends for ever. Inti- 
mately united with us as they were by the ties of 
blood, of gratitude, of national love, and of reli- 
gious opinion, they have not bluſhed to burſt 
them all aſunder, in oppoſition to every law, both 
human and divine. Capable of ſuch a conduct, 
is it matter of ſurprize that they have ſince ſtained 
their name with actions too ſhocking to the ear of 
humanity to admit of a recital? 


80 vnjuſtifiable and unnatural a deſertion re- 
calls to memory the complaint which the wiſeſt 
1 


U 28 J 
of men ſo feelingly makes of the ingratitude and 


treachery of him who called himſelf his friend: It 


zs not, ſays he, an open enemy that hath done me 


this diſhonour, for then I could have borne it: 
neither was it mine adverſary that did magnify 


himſelf againſt me, for then, peradventure, I 


would have hid myſelf from him. But it was 


even thou, my companion, my guide, and mine 


own familiar friend. We took ſweet counſel to. 


gether, and walked in the houſe of God as friends, D 


5 Since then we have ine ſuch malero- 
| lence and undeſerved treatment below, let us look 


1 5 up to that all- pitying Power from whom alone 
cCometh ſalvation: let us ſeck for refuge under the 


ſhadow of the Almighty wings, until this tyranny 


be overpaſt. If by the unfeigned and conſtant 


ſupplications of an humble and contrite ſpirit we 


can but render Him propitious to our cauſe, we 
need not fear what man can do againſt us. But 


in order ta qualify us for imploring His aſſiſtance, 
we muſt firſt ſubmit our conduct to an impartial 


| ſcrutiny, and diligently reQity every fault, every 


impropriety which occurs, * to that per- 
I I feQ 
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1 ſe plan which his Sacred Word holds out before 

us. Let us acknowledge our tranſgreſſions, pro- 
ſtrating ourſelves, under the profoundeſt ſenſe. of 
our e at the footſtool of that Graci- 
ous Being whoſe ears are always open to the cries 
of the penitent and afflicted. Thus prepared for 
entreating the interpoſition of our God, let us pre- 
ſume, with an holy and ſubmiſſive confidence, to 

ſolicit his aid, firmly perſuaded that He is the 

only proper object of our reliance, and that all 
ſupport but what deſcends from Him is ineffeQual. 


Then may we hope, that every attempt of our 


deliberate and cruel enemies, of our more cruel 


and treacherous brethren, will be rendered abor- 


tive, and their heads be crowned with ſhame and 
confuſion. Then, and then only, may we hope 

that the all-enlivening Sun of Righteouſneſs will 
ariſe full upon us, with healing and protection in 
his wings. 5 


With the n view of promoting this pious 
inſpection into our behaviour, and humble appli- 
cation to the King of kings, was the preſent day 


| ſet apart by thoſe in authority over us; and this 
deſign 
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deſign it is our duty to advance. The Almighty 
Himſelf has told us, in the language of his Pro- 
phet, that, in order to render this an acceptable 
day to Him, it is requiſite, not to bow down the 
head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth and 
aſhes under us, but to looſe the bands of wicked- 


neſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppreſſed go free; to deal our bread to the hun- 


gry, and receive the poor that are caſt out. 


This is the Faſt which he informs us he has 
| choſen, Only in conjunction with theſe actions, 


can the preſent obtain his approbation. Then let 
us not be deficient in a fingle circumſtance of 
what he requires. And while we endeavour to 
execute his will in this particular, let us not forget 
to offer up the hymn of praiſe for that clemency 
which he has ſhewn, in not employing all the in- 


ſtruments of his anger at once againſt us. For 


ever bleſſed be his Great Name! in the midſt of 


judgement he remembers mercy, and has not 


given us over entirely unto death. The ferti- 
lizing ſhowers have not refuſed to fall in due ſea- 
ſon; nor has the earth failed to ſcatter forth her 
V 
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fruits from her teeming boſom. The atmoſphere 
we breathe in is not impregnated with diſeaſe 


and death; nor are peſtilence and famine ſuffered 
to brandiſh their tremendous ſcourge over our 


heads, and fill o our land with deſolation and terror. 


Por ſo unmerited an inſtance of lenity and 


_ goodneſs, the ſmalleſt acknowledgement that 
every one can make, is to take a retroſped of what 
his reſolutions were upon the inſtitution of this 


ſeaſon of humiliation, and of what his conduct has 
ſince been. If it has been ſuch as his con- 


ſcience approves, let him devoutly implore of his 
Maker ſufficient ſtrength and conſtancy, for per- 


ſevering in the path he has been ſo fortunate as to 


adopt. But if the contrary appears, let him not 
ſhrink from examining ingenuouſly the ſtate of 
his heart, but reſolutely perſiſt till he has eradi- 


cated all the evil which twines about it, under a 
full conviction that profeſſions will be uſeleſs 


upon this, as upon all other occaſions, without a 


ſaitable conduct, and that only both united can 


make the comer Faſt beneficial to himſelf, or acC- 


ceptad dle to Tcavc 
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At this time in particular, worthy of our atten- 
tion is what our Redeemer once ſaid concerning 
the inhabitants of Judea: This people draweth 
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth 
me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
How aſtoniſhing, that a nation ſo highly favoured 
ſhould have deſerved ſo flagrant a reproach ! Feel 
we not the utmoſt abhocrence of their obſtinacy 
and ingratitude? Ought we not therefore to exert 
ourſelves in the moſt vigorous manner, leſt the 
returns which we make for that complication of 
bleſſings which we have experienced from above, 
ſhould be ſuch as may render this reproach appli- 
cable to ourſelves : . 8 


Let us, by a well- ordered and pious conduct, 


convince the nations around us that theſe bleſſings 


have not been laviſhed on our heads in vain. Let 
every action be influenced by the conſideration of 
our immenſe obligations to that Benign Providence 
which extricated "this land from that abyſs of bar- 
bariſm and ignorance in which it was formerly 
overwhelmed, and raiſed it to that civilized and 
enlightened ſtate which it has now attained. 


With a minute and invariable obſervance of the 
Dir ine 
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Divine: awe, let us. unite a fleädfaſt af eſe 

— 8 cee attachment to the Sovereign Witeen it has 

een. pleaſed to ſet over us: Nor can we hetter 

manifeft our gratirude to Heaven than by maleing 

| that ſublime ſyſtem of: religion, which i it has com- 

mitted-to , our charge, the principal object of our 

care. | Let the ſpirit of concord and harmony, ſo 

conformable to the dictates of nature and reaſon, 

and which that religion recommends with the ut- 

moſt energy, conſtantly breathe throughout our 

| 5 intercourſe with one another. Let us ſeriouſly 
1 Sonic rz: chat, a kingdom, no more” . a houſe, 
* „ (Jiviged: againdt ikfelf can ſtand; asc that uten i . 

the ſtrongeſt and moſt laſting bond of fociety. 

Such indeed is its conſequence in our Maker's 
eyes, that without it, our prayers, we may reſt aſ- 
ſured, will paſs unnoticed, and all our humiliation 
be of no avail. Let us cultivate it with all our Fats 
ſiduity, and then draw nigh with our complaints 

to that Great Patron who glow? can redreſs them, 


in humble confidence, that a broken and a con- 


* heart he will not 1 
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